HIPPOLYTUS
SCENE: Troezen, in front of the house of Theseus.
PROLOGUE
Aphrodite
I am called the Goddess Cypris:
I am mighty among men and they honor me by many
names.
All those that live and see the light of sun
from Atlas7 Pillars to the tide of Pontus
are mine to rule,                                                                   5
Such as worship my power in all humility,
I exalt in honor.
But those whose pride is stiff-necked against me
I lay by the heels.
There is joy in the heart of a God also
when honored by men.
Now I will quickly tell you the truth of this story,
Hippolytus, son of Theseus by the Amazon,                        10
pupil of holy Pittheus,
alone among the folk of this land of Troezen has
blasphemed me
counting me vilest of the Gods in Heaven.
He will none of the bed of love nor marriage,
but honors Artemis, Zeus's daughter,                                   15
counting her greatest of the Gods in Heaven.
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